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2-PETERN. 1, 2, 3: 


But there were falſe prophets alſo among the 
people, even as there ſhall be falſe teachers 
among you, who privily ſhall bring in damn- 
able hereſies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themſelves 
ſwift deſtruction. And many ſhall follow their 
pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the way of 
truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of.—- And through co- 
vetouſneſs ſhall they with feigned words make 
merchandiſe of you : whoſe judgment now of 
a long time lingereth not, and their damna- 

tion Amen not. 


ciety is to promote the knowledge- of ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity both at home and abroad: 
Unto ſuch a generous undertaking men of all 
ranks are called upon m providence, according 
to their various abilities; to contribute. The So- 
ciety itſelf has not been wanting in laudable en- 
deavours from its firſt commencement to this 
day. Inſtances there have been many of the 
truly beneficent hand ſtretched out to help them. 
| | A To 


1 is well known, That the deſign of this So- 


has frequently dropt aword in ſeaſon; and, in ſome 
of the lateſt diſcourſes of this kind, we have had 


to be done. The harveſt is truly great, and, 


tions tothe propagation and ſucceſs of the goſpel 3 


| =& A to a ſtate of jultifcation—God the Holy Os; 


112 
To theſe almſ. deeds have been joined numberlefs 
prayers of the people of God. The pulpit too 


the beauties of Chriſtianity pointed out in a full 
and amiable light. In e ee of all which 
much hath been done — but ſtill--much remains 


comparatively ſpeaking, the labourers are but 
few Some care for none of theſe things Some 
are able, but ſunk in ſloth, in pleaſure or a merce- 
nary mind---No little corruption abounds in point 
of principle---No little error in practice; and the 
zeal not according to knowledge, is often much 
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more unwearied than even the well affected in a | 
good thing . | W- 

In purſuance, therefore, of the ſubject I have 
now choſen, I would fix our attention a little up- | 


on what ſeem to be at preſent conſiderable obſtruc- 


among ourſelves; and what ſeem likely to prove 
ſo in every place whereto we attempt to ſend it. 
By the way of truth e are undoubtedly to 
underſtand the goſpel- method of the ſalvation of 
ſinners by Chriſt Jeſus. This is what the apoſtle = 
has all along in his eye; and, in the very beginn { 
ning of his firſt Epiſtle, he ſets out with the I ] 
ſcriptural account of this doctrine: 1 
Suppoling, that mankind were ruined by the 
fall of Adam, he introduceth God the Father, by 
his decree, ſclecting the heirs of ſatvation---God 
the Son, as ſprinkling them with his own blood 


for their remiſſion, and thereby brin ging them in- 
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as ſanctifying them unto obedience; a all this ; 
according to abundant mercy on the part of God, 

to be accepted by faith in Chrift Jeſus on the 
part of man; who is thereby aſſured of an inhe- 


ritance, incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth 


not away---reſeryed in heaven for the believer 
who is alſo kept for it by the mighty power of 
God. The account given by Paul the apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, accords with that here given by the 
apoſtle of the Circumciſion; For of him are 
ve in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 
6 us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifi- 
cc cation, and redemption.” The writings of 
both apoſtles are full of it ; and they deliver unto 
men only what they had received from the Lord--- 
I, ſaid he, am the way and the truth; or, if you 
will, the true way, the king's own way; for, adds 


he, No man can come to the father but by me. 


Taking it then for granted, that the material term 


in my text is thus underſtood, I come now, 


1. To point out ſome of thoſe pernicious ways, 
by reaſon of which the way of truth comes to be 
evil ſpoken of. 

2. To illuſtrate a little the arguments in the 
text for perſuading us to guard againſt theſe 
pernicious ways: And then, 

Laſtly, To conclude with a few reflections 
ſuited to the preſent . 


I. In the firſt place then, I am to point out 
ſomeof thoſe pernicious ways, by reaſon of which 


the way of truth comes to be evil ſpoken of. 


The fir/? thing, I ſhall mention, is, error in 


Pra - an No ſuch obſtruction as this to the 


A 2 way 


4 
way of truth ;---Of all other hereſies this is the 
moſt pernicious. It not only makes men ſhape 
a religion to their lives; but, where- ever it can 
be played off, it is the moſt deadly engine f 
the enemy. If the votaries of Chriſt are the ab 
ject ſlaves of ſin, the goſpel can never have free 
courſe and be glorified—-letit be as purely preach- 
ed among us as you will, and let the country 
be in other reſpects civilized; yet, ſo long as 
the inhabitants of the rept regions ſee little 
here but the prevalence of ſin, what will all our 
| , endeavours avail to gain them over to the way 
[) of truth? Their correſpondence with us is now 
i open and frequent; they hear, they ſee; but, 
N if they hear and ſee a reforming people giving 
i - way to vice in their own conduct, what mult 
t they think of the reformed reli gion! 
8 Add to this, the attention of falſe teachers wait- 
| mg for our halting and ready to retort this as an 
unanſwerable argument againſt all we can ſay: 
© Yes, you may hear them talk; but, ſee how 
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4 they live!” Town, indeed, That this ob- 
| ſcrvation equally militates againſt the pureſt times 
of philoſophy---- A Seneca and others were thus 
. obnoxious.-—Popery is no leſs liable to the 
ſame objection ; the devotees to Rome havin 8 


ö little to boaſt of in principle, have full as little in I 

|| practice; but ſtill the obſervation holds againſt 43 
every attempt to reform where the life is not 0 
ſome how conſiſtent. Ever memorable to this 4 


purpoſe is the ſaying of the American ſavage: e 
* And do the bloody Spaniards go to heaven? ' 
then Jet me go to hell with my country- men.? tl 
So true it is: That a reformer muſt be reform- y 
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: ed; that a man who would do good, eſpeclally 


among common people, muſt himſelf be good .--- 
It was this that gave the Saviour of the world, with 
reverence be it ſpoken! ſo much the advantage 


over the Hebrew doctors---It was this, as the 


foundation of all, that made the common peo- 
ple hear him gladly ; ; and, though it is very true, 
that this ſame people Son changed their note, 
and cried out, Crucify him, crucify him; yet it 
was not till they believed him an impoſtor, and 
thought he had ſpoken blaſphemy. 


What a call for the reformation of manners! 
that, with more ſucceſs, we may inculcate re- 


| formed truths. 


II. But again: This goſpel-method of ſalva- 
tion muſt be greatly obſtructed, when, in publiſh- 


ing it to the world, we loſe ſight of the great 


and capital dodrines of Chriſtianity. 

Nothing can be more abſurd, whether from 
the puipit or the preſs, than, Austen of Chri- 
ſtianity, an exhibition of doctrines which might 
have occurred to a well informed Heathen, and 
thoſe enforced by arguments drawn from no bet- 


ter fountain than the light of nature: while the 


ſacred oracles are in great part forgotten, or argu- 
ments neglected, either peculiar to o Clriſtianity, or 


under that diſpenſationmuchmoreclearlyrevealed. 


In the goſpel we have a full account of what we 
once were, holy and God-like- Of what we now 
are, fallen and rebellions---Of what we are yet 
capable of becoming by Divine grace In what 
wonderful manner our recovery is effected by 
the intervention of the Son of God -Not op- 
ly * as a prophet, but hin g as a propitia- 

tion, 


1 


tion, riſing to kingly power and glory; and 
to be thus admired in all them that believe. 
Ihis is the great myſtery of godlineſs into which 
angels pry-—This is the conſtraining ſubject, to 
love, ſubmiſſion and obedience ; and if theſe pre- 


cious doctrines, either in whole or in part, ſhall 
ever be ſuffered to {ink into oblivion, the vo of 


trath muſt ſink too. 
Whence then, that admiration of publications 


which labour to do honour to the knowledge, to 
the character, of a poor benighted Heathen—-_ 
and overlook the amazing, the heart-felt diſco- 


veries of the Son of God! __ 
Whence too, that e gregious contradiction 


ſometimes to be found in a Chriſtian orator, and 


ſometimes approved by a Chriſtian audience; 
laboured performances and cloſe reaſoning; but 


little of him who is the life of our religion: if 


mentioned with honour as a prophet, ſeldom 
ſpoken of as a prieſt dying a ſacrifice for the ſms 
of men; and the pecuhar doctrines much over- 
looked which raiſe Chriſtanity above all other 
ſyſtems, and which are fo fully revealed in the 
goſpel ?-— Thanks to God this vitiated taſte be- 
gins to alter apace ! and, from the regard expreſ- 
{ed by many of all nk for the ſubſtantial and 


diſtin guiſhed truths of Chriſtianity, much good 


is to be expected. Go on and proſper ye fait h- 


ful friends 5 Chriſt !-—The Pagan may have his 


beauties-—allow it—-and make allowances for 


him; but, let his reputation never riſe at the e. 
pence or upon the ruins of a neglected Sariour, = 


But again: 


Others marr the benefit of publie inltruction, a I 
by I 
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by not levelling what they ſay to the meaneſt capa- b 


| | city: Pleaſing their own or the taſte of aſcledfew, 


1 
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they ſoar above the bulk and think to gain charac- 
ter by loſing their main end, or deviating from 
the pattern of the Son of God : With Him all 


was eaſy and plain, adapted to vulgar under- 


ſtanding, and ſuch as the world needed-—Yea ! 
ſuch as the world expected when the fulneſs of 


time ſhould come But here, ſome how or o- 
ther, I know not whence it comes, a certam af- 
fected deteſtation of popular applauſe contributes 


not a little to this pernicious mode; as if this one 


word popularity was enough to load even the beſt 


of men with reproach. A certain kind of po- 
pularity may perhaps be attained by ſupporting; 
party, or even conniving at fin : To this, every 
good man with his Maſter will ſay, Get thee behind 
me Satan---but, where there is real religion in life, 
and fidelity in publiſhing the way of truth, I 
think, the aphoriſm may be admitted for once 
The voice of the people, the voice of God. 
III. Nothing can more effectually reſtrain the 
progreſs of Chriſtiamty than publiſhing it under a 
falſe and erroneous view. In the former head, I 
ſpoke firſt of concealing the truth, and next of o- 
ver-ſhooting the mark, which is mme the ſame. 


1 1 ſpeak now of ſubſtituting another religion, or ra- 


ther, a corruption of all religion, in its room: and 
here, Ifall naturally t to take notice of thoſe indefa- 
tigable oppoſers of a reformed intereſt, I mean 


the Papiſts; a ſect of profeſſing Chriſtians, whom 
one ſhould think the apoſtle had here in his 88 


The deſcription is ited and awful Damnable 


= herefies ; denial of the Lord that bought them ; 


pernicious 
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ring ways, making the way of truth to be 


evil ſboken of ; by covetouſneſs and feigned words 


making merchandiſe of men, and bringing on 


themſelves ſwift deſtruction. But let us exa- 
mine a little how this heavy charge is made 


good. 


Damnable here/ies—-None can be ignorant, 


that the patrons of Popery have applied the term 


hereſy to the Proteſtant religion: —— This is no 
new thing an early apologiſt for Chriſtianity — 
could complain of this: After the way which 
they call hereſy worſhip I the God of my fa- 
e thers.”” It is eaſy for each ſect and party to uſe 


words at their pleaſure ; but. let us try the ſpi- 


rits. 


Whether of theſe renn gien ſeems to be the 


c greateſt hereſy; to allow the uſe of God's word 


unto all- or to refuſe it to the bulk of his ow 


ple? 
Man having funk by his fall, not only into 
guilt, but af into groſs ignorance, God was 


pleaſed to ſend firſt his prophets, and then his 


Son, to make all needful diſcoveries of himſelf 


and the way of truth—-and that theſe diſco- 
veries might not be mangled with the doctrines 
of men, they were committed to writing in the 

earlieſt ages.---From age to age they have been 
kept with great care ; and theſe are the ſacred 
volumes which teſtify of Chriſt---From which 
alone all articles of faith—-all rules of conduct 
—-all motives to obedience and ſubmiſſion are to 
be taken. They are, therefore, and, in the na- 
ture of the thing they muſt be, intended as a 
light to the Chriſtian's feet.—Now, can any 


thing 
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thing be more abſurd, than to put this light un⸗ 
der a buſhel, and to deny to all what was intend- 
ed for the aſe of all, and to direct the pooreſt, 
Vu ho has a ſoul to be ſaved, in the way of truth. 
What then meaneth that reſtriction of the Ro- 


3 myh church? permitting the uſe of the ſacred 


oracles in their mother- tongue only to a ſelect 
few, and deliverin g themto others, to the common 
4 people, i in a language they, do not underſtand- 
Thus uſurping the prerogative of the great 
Z God ;—a prerogative we never find him exerciſe, 
except when in the way of jud gment, and, for 
abuſed light; he delivers his ſtatutes as a book, 
1 alas! that is ſealed.- Vet, this is the known, 
the common Practice , of the Church of Rome 
Hear their champion Bellarmine on this ſubject--- 
2 Afteracknowledging, That allwhom he is pleaſed 
do call hereticks, agree, that the ſcriptures ſhould 
be delivered to all, and in their mother-tongue, 


be ads, 14, That the Catholic church forbids the 


I | © reading of the ſcriptures to all without choice ; 
and the public reading of them, or ſinging of 


4 them, in vulgar tongues ; and this agreeable to 


ba decree of the Council of Trent, ſell. 22. ch. 8. 
(can. 9.”—-Apreeably to this the Rheimiſn Je- 
ſuits: We may not think that the tranſlated 
* Bibles into vulgar tongues were in the hands of 
1 * every huſbandman, artificer, apprentice, & c. 
„No.“ And again: They compare the ſerip- 
tures to fire, water and ſword, & c. which, in- 
deed, are needful, but would marr all if they 
7 were at the guiding of other than wiſe men.--- 
Nay, more ; the ſacred oracles muſt derive all 
ps authority from the church, ſays the ſame 

B Bellarmine, 


9 


Bellarmine, The ſtrength of all ancient Cour» | 


word of grace, that fiſhers, ſhepherds, all the 


and reap the profit contained in it.”*---And, in 4 


WW 


Aa as 


<« cils, and the certainty of all opinions, depend 
on the authority of the preſent church?“ 
And Eckius, that bold advocate for Popery, 
concurs with him, and pretends to demonſtrate, 
that the power of the church is above the ſcrip- 
ture; and uſes this as the moſt conſiderable ar- 
gument for proof of it, That while the ſcripw - 
ture ſaith, It ſeemed good to us, i. e. the Council 
at Jeraſglem, and to the Holy Ghoſt, the Church # 


ly defined ;—-and to all this muſt be called in the ? 
aid of ” Way fathers before Calvin and Luther 7 f 
Unworthy fathers! had they been capable of fuch t. 
doctrine; but the reverſe is true-—their ſouls 7 
burned within them while they delighted in the 
law of the Lord, meditating therein day and 
night---They vrefled the delightful ſtudy of the 
holy {ſcriptures upon all, - on the moſt bufy and 
ignorant; and from this engaging conſideration, 
That the Spirit of God had ſo diſpenſed this 


Xt 

by her authority altered what was there ſo clear- f 
0 

f 


ſimpler ſort, might get benefit by it I might 3 
mention many; but Chryſoſtom ſhall ſuffice for 


all:“ Come hither, (ſays he), and hearken 
{© diligently to the reading of the holy ſcrip- MF «< 


«© tures; and, not only when you come here, 
put alſo at home, take the Bible into your hand 


his 9th homily on the Coloſſians, he has a pathetic 4 . 
addreſs to ſecular men: O! (ſays the worthy 4 | m 
cc father) provide you Bibles, they are the medi- in 
eine of the ſoul; at leaſt, get the New Te- bi 
ſtament. And elſewherc—-ſpeaking of the . | ka! 


authority | 


9 


1 

authority of theſe books, Would you know 
( ſays he) where is the true church ? whence 
& can it be, in the ſimilitude of ſo much confu- 
| Hd ſion, but from the ſcriptures? Laſtly, (ſays 
b he), miracles are now ceaſed, and they are but 
fei gnedly wrought by falſe Chriſtians le 


even in the days of Chryſoſtom; * whence 


7 © then ſhall we know the truth, but from the 
( ſcriptures?” Such is the boaſted antiquity of 
this foundation of all other hereſies; but this 
ſpoiling the people of the word of God in their 
7 own tongue is the more neceſſary to be held 
2 faſt, that men may not ſee with their own eyes 
the glaring inconſiſtency betwixt the holy oracles, 
and many of the tenets of Popery.-—Agam, 

Another capital hereſy held by them eſſential to 
2 ſalvation, is, Their private auricular confeſſions, 
and doing the penance in conſequence thereof en- 
joined by the prieſt—-+* Whoever (ſays the La- 
2 © teran Council) does not perform this, is to be 
2 © excommunicated; and, if ſo dying, not to 


IF cc be allowed Chriſtian-barial.”%--- And the Coun- 


9 cil of Trent decree- That if any affirms, 
that private confeſſion to a prieſt was not 
2 © inſtituted by Chriſt, and is not by Divine right 
* neceſfary to ſalvation, let him be accurſed.”” 
Z Thisthen is the avowed doctrine, as well as the 

daily practice of the church of Rome. And whata 
2 contradiction is here to the very foundation of the 
2 way of truth?---Indeed, in ſome caſes, the goſpel 
J may approve of our bn to one anotber, and 
in others require public and private reparations; 
but it no where limits theſe to the pricky« or veſts 
him with the power proper only to God. 
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The great doctrine of Chriſtianity on this ca- 
pital point, is, Repentance towards God, and 


f. aith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt---A humble ſor- 


rowful ſoul for what is paſt ; a ſincere reſolu- 


tion of loving God more, and ſerving him bet- 
ter for the future, and flying, in the exerciſe of 


faith, to the plan of mercy manifeſted through 
Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us: And who, 
becauſe he was our propitiation, is alſo our advo- 
cate to obtain the pardon of our ſins, and grace 
to help us in every time of our need---In conſe- 
quence whereof, we are told, 'That God is not. 
only. merciful, but juſt to forgive us our fins, 
and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 
Now, what God, who is the beſt judge of the 
humble and believing penitent, hath here kept in 
his on power, and what he hath promiſed to be- 
ſtownoother way than through faith in the merits: 
of our Lord ;—-the church of Rome makes to de- 


pend upon the confeſſion of the ſinner, the 


penance preſcribed him by the prieſt, and the 
abſolution of mere man—-A doctrine altogether 
inconſiſtent with the way of truth, and as new 
as erroneous-—It. is only ſome more than four 
hundred years ago ſince this was appointed as a 


conſtitution of the church, and little more than 


half of that time ſince it was bound upon men 
as an ordinance of Chriſt by the church of Rome, 


and held by them eſſeijtial to ſalvation. What 


** have I to do (ſays an ancient father) with 


men, they cannot heal my diſcaſe—-I bring 


*© thee not to the theatre of thy fellow ſervant, 
** unclaſp thy conſcience before God; ſhew him 
thy wound, and alk of him the medicine, &c.. 

| | Indeed 
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e of -ihe Geitiite of Chriſt, to think that the 
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Indeed, they bchoved to have had a - pitiful opi- 


ſatisfactions of men, in this matter, were to be 
either conjoined with it, or fuperadded---Itistrue, 
ſome of the Papiſts make a diſtinction, as if the 
atonement of Chriſt reſpected their eternal com- 


dition, and the ſatisfactions and penance of the 


ſinner, with the prieſt's abſolution, only a ſtate 


2} that is temporary, whether here or in Purgatory 


But where is this to be met with in all the word 
of God? or what ſhew of reaſon more than of 
{ſcripture can it contain, that Chriſt, out of his 
abundant fulneſs, ſhould offer a ranſom accepted 
for men throu gh eternity, and leave them thus 
helpleſs in time ?--Fo pay ſo many hundred ta- 
lents, ſo to ſpeak, and leave us under arreſt for 


a few pence*---No. He hath redeemed us from 


the curſe of the law ; and this is a work proper 
only for the great High-prieſt of our Profeſſion--- 
For wiſe purpoſes we may be afflicted of God; but 
by neither ſervices nor ſufferings can we merit at 
his hand, or atone for the ſmalleſt offence. Such 
a thought is wholly inconſiſtent with the plan of 
grace in the goſpel; with the one offering of 
Chriſt upon the . by which alone we, at a 
Frm OBE , muſt be brought nigh, and receive the 
adoption of ſons. And indeed, an impartial 
ſtudent of this plan muſt ſee this at once ; but 
here, as in many other caſes, the pride and ir- 
religion of the human heart have blended the 
ſpiritual eye, that it cannot, or will not, diſcern 
this way of truth; or inne it, atleaſt, to look 

at ſomethin g elle in its room. 
Ihe. 


14 


The goſpel- way is a way of Holineſs, and the 


ranſomed of the Lord will walk in it - but there 


is a natural averſion to this way in our hearts; 
and, therefore, in order to indulge in ſome ſins, 


we would readily fubmit to ſome penances, al- 
though they ſhould be declared unprofitable by 
ſcripture, and an apoſtle ſhould cry out, Touch 
„not, taſte not, handle not; which things have 
indeed a ſhew of wiſdom, in will-worſhip and 
<< humility, and neglecting of the body, not E 
any honour to the ſatisfying of the fleſh.”'- 


Again, 


As the goſpel is a way « of holineſs, i it 1s alſo 


calculated to abaſe the pride of man Proud 


man, though born a ſinner, and, at his beſt 


eſtate, an unprofitable ſervant, yet would ſtand 
before God in garments of his own righteouſ- * 


neſs, and, therefore, graſps at the ſmalleſt twig 
by which be might get hold of this merit He 


would fain plead as a proud Phariſee, and can- 
not think of parting with all that he has, no, not 
for the pearl of great price He might read 4 


but he will not Ho every one that thirſteth, 
** come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 


e money come, buy wine and milk without mo- 
„ ney and without price. Thou art wretched, 


“ miſerable, poor, blind and naked, Icounſel thee 


to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
© mayelt be rich; and white raiment, that thou 
mayeſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of thy 
* nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint thine 
** eyes with eye-ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee.” 
We are juſtified freely by his grace, through the. 
n that is in - Jeſus Chriſt; he is the 


Prieſt 
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Prieſt for ever on his throne, and now there re- 
maineth no other ſacrifice for {m.---I know no- 


thing that can be urged againſt all this, with 
the leaſt appearance of reaſon, more than colon 


of ſcripture Indeed, under pretence of zeal for 


practical Chriſtianity, this capital doctrine is ſome- 
times impugned; nor is this peculiar to the Papiſts 
alone, although the doctrine is plainly Popiſh-— 


but where is the ground of this oppoſition to the 


clear diſcoveries of revelation ?---Is God, or his 
ſelf-willed votary, if I may be allowed fo to 
ſpeak, the beſt judge of what is for the honour 
of Divine grace ?---he hathrequired obedience be- 
yond doubt; but then it is the obedience of faith ; 

e ee to his revealed will; that is, a 3 


miſſion to the ſcheme of redemption through 
Chriſt Jeſus, in all its parts, without which there 


can be no obedience we ſtand, as at the fall, 


in oppoſition to God- our own merit is our Sa- 
' viour-—the Son of God is dropt out of view, 
as to his principal character at leaſt ; and as ma- 


ny men, 10 many ſaviours—-while the {cripture 
ſays, © There is but one God, and one Mediator 
e betwixt God and man; the man Chriſt Je- 
„ ſas.” —-Should it be aſked again, 

Are not good works every where enjoined on 
the believer in Chriſt Jefus ? 'True---But then, 
theſe are not good works which are not enjoin- 
ed by the goſpel ; they may have a ſpecious ap- 


pearance, but they want the only thing that con- 
ſtitutes works good, the Divine authority, and the 
promiſe of Divine acceptance. Theſe are not good 
works that rob Chriſt of his glory; which men 


would offer up N their own altar, and perfume 
with 
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with their own incenſe; and, whether it be in 
or an -eter- 
nal view, mingle the-doings or the ſufferings of a 


Whole or in part, with a tem 


man, with the triumphs of him whocame upfrom 


Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah : But 


Jet us puſh this argument as far as it will go, 
becauſe it is of moment in the preſent queſtion, 
and let us readily admit, That the believer in 


 Chriſtis charged to be zcalous of good Works; yy 1 
to let his light ſhine, not only in the hatcyon 1 


day, but alſo 3 in the night of adverſity ; yea even 


of perſecution What then! will the doctrines of 
free- grace abate of the Chriftian's ardour to be 
found fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord Let 
me appeal here to the common ſenſe of man- 


kind---Degenerated as the world is, we dare not 


yet inſinuate, that men have given up with all 


ſenſe of gratitude. Should I aſk, whether it conſiſts 


with this noble law to ſpit in the face of my beſt 
benefactor, and, in proportion as he hath been 


kind to me, to def and inſult him ?---A man of 


ordinary feeling wonld be ftruck at the- queſtion 
with indi gnation and ſurpriſe 

Whence then this pretended claim, That the 
doctrine of free grace will ſlacken the bonds of 


Chriſtian morality, or practical religion? The 


reverſe is true; and, by all the known laws of 
gratitude, the more this doctrine is believed, 

the more holy in life and converſation it will con- 
ſtrain us to be. What! becauſe my God has 
been good, muſt I be unthankful? becauſe the 


Son of God hath died to ſave me, muſt T there- 
fore live to diſhonour him? becauſe he draws me 


with the cords of love, muſt I, therefore, who 
haye 
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have a human os be unmoved-or, if I ani 
moved, mult it be only to burſt his bonds aſunder 
and to caſt his cords behind my back .---Is this to 
Z argue?---Blefſed be God! unprejudiced reaſon, 
not hurried away with paſſion, or miſguided by 
blind zeal, would yet ſhudder at the thought 
and, where it does #4 we mult take it for grant- 


1 ed, that ſomethin g ark than the ſin of witch- 


4 craft is at bottom. 


Add to this a very material diſtinion, which 
= muſt be ever attended to, when we ſpeak of the 


laus of gratitude, as reſpecting our obligations 


to God, and thoſe we are under to men. As the 
2 ſource of the one cannot be ſo diſintereſted and 
7 noble as that of the other; ſo men, in return for 
favours, may aſk of the grateful ſoul, what even 
| gratitude to an earthly benefactor conſiſtent with 
higher duties and higher obligations, dares not 
grant; but there is no danger of this with reſpect | 

to God -e is ſupreme, and the returns of gratis» 
Z tude he demands, are always holy, Juſt, and good. 
} There would be no end in reckoning up the 
XZ innumerable deviations of the church of Rome 
from the way of truth---A church which gives in- 


1 fallibility ſometimes to the worſt of men Which 


hath made wicked men ſaints; nay, made them 
gods; for being once inrolled, temples are built, 
altars erected; and what is um due to God is 
given to them A church which makes the ordi- 
nances of Divine grace depend on the intention of 
a poor prieſt adminiſtring, and puts the fellow ſer- 
vant in room of the Great Maſter of aſſemblies : -- 


L A church which fatigues the vulgar with a 


3 | ſhadows inſtead of the ſubſtantials of religion; 
C impoſing 


18 
impoſing HED whippings, ſeverities, and 
a thouſand ſpiritual chains where Chriſt. hath left 
them free :---Above all, a church, which hath 
ſubſtituted a ſet of idle le gends in place of the 
ſolid truths of the goſpel ; truths which delight 
the ſoul, and the more they are ſtudied will edi- 
fy and delight the more.---But ah! theſe pre- 
cious, theſe delightful truths, muſt not come 
into the hands of the poor people of this commu- 
nity. The foundation muſt be deſtroyed ; and, 
that men may not know where the error Nos: 4 


the light muſt be ſhut out---the poor benighted 3 
foul muſt grop in darkneſs; and the conſequence 7 
foretold by our Lord muſt be certain: The blind 
leading the blind, both muſt fall into the ditch-— 
So ſays the apoſtle here of ſuch dammable here- 1 
ſies. But he adds, 3 
Denying the Lord that bought them--<Now, 4 
though itſhould be here admitted, That thechurch 
of Rome profeſſeth the dcr of the ſubſtitu- 
tion, the ſacrifice, and the mediationof Chriſt; yet, 
what doth all this awd; while by repeated ſacrifices 
and numberleſs motiiatons, he is robbed of his glo- # 
ry; the glory of his one olferin g; the glory of his 


} interceſſion, both which muſt be excluſive of al! 
Wit others becauſe his offering is alone meritorious ; # 
1 is alone of a ſweet ſmelling favour, and his inter- 
ceſſion is ſolely founded upon it---with this blood 
of the ſacrifice he hath gone within the vail; up- 
on it he pleads there; and, becauſe he was the 
propitiation, he 1s now the Advocate with the Fa- ; 
ther---Hear then the moſt renowned councils of n 
Popery proclaiming : . That if any ſhall ſay, | 
That, in the maſs, there is not offered up to 
n 1 « God 
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ne God a true and proper ſacrifice, let him be 


« accurſed :' And again, the like anathema is 


denounced-— If any ſhall ſay, That the ſacri- 


< fice of the maſs is only profitable to him that 
&© takes it: Or, That it ought not to be offered 
<« for the living and the dead; and alſo, for all 
«© manner of ſins, and puniſhments, and fa- 


4 tisfactions, let him be accurſed””---And that 
this ſacrifice may not be miſtaken, and the bet- 


ter to juſtify this abſurd doctrine, by a few words 
pronounced by the prieſt, the real preſence of 
Chriſt is introduced into the outward elements; 


not in a ſpiritual only, but alſo, in a bodily ſenſe, 


that he may there as truly die as he once did up- 
on mount Calvary And thus alſo, in a literal 
ſenſe, they crucify afreſh the Son of God, and 
put him to open ſhame---The abſurdity of all 
which is ſo glaring, that nothing could move 
its teachers thus to expoſe themſelves, if the 


God of this world had not blinded their eyes--- 


nor could their hearers ever digeſt it upon other 
grounds than the prejudices of education, or 


implicit faith-—Could they ſee this ſacred vo- 
lame, could they read it without prejudice, they 


would ſee, they would read the price of our re- 
demption, the blood of Chriſt---That this blood 
is of ſuch efficacy, that being once ſhed it mult 


perfect for ever them that are ſanctified. 


But this doctrine is cloſely connected with that 
other pernicious error of worſhipping God by 


angels, and other ways not appointed in his 
word — That God is to be worſhipped is every 
where evident; but, in what manner, or by what 
mediation, depends ſolely on his revel will- 
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one Mediator betwixt God and man, the man 


„ 


Now this is plain That there is one God and 


Chriſt Jeſus; that he is the way, the truth, and 
the life, and that no man cometh to the Father but 
by him: vithout him, therefore, or by any other, 
we have, we can have, no acceptance with God; 
without him we are left where we were at the 
fall; and to put ſaints or angels as co-mediators, or 
as any way contributing to the acceptance of our 
perſons and ſervices, is to offer ſtrange fire upon 


his altar; and, therefore, Paul, in his epiſtle to 
the Coloſſians, is at great pains to guard them 


againſt this error, ſhowing, That the worſhipping 


of angels, or of God by them, muſt be as dan» 


gerous as falſe ; becauſe Chriſt is the appointment 


of the Father, in whom all fulneſs dwells, and 


in whom alone we are complete. And both, in 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, and in the firſt epiſtle 
of John, this doctrine is put on ſuch a footing, as 


that none of the ſaints or angels can be of the 
{nalleſt aſſiſtance, becauſe he is the Mediator 


who is the ſacrifice---Chriſt alone was able to 
make an atonement, and, therefore, he alone is 
the powerful and prevalent Mediator—-And as 
this good reaſon is given for the unity of God, 


that there is no uſe for more: ſo the like reaſon > 


may be giyen for one Mediator, becauſe Chrift 
alone has merit enough for this purpoſe ; and, 
as he is the alone choice of the Father, ſo he is 


both able and willing to fave to the uttermoſt all 


that come unto God through him. Now, what 
ever honour is due to the ſaints, the excellent 
ones of the carth; yet, to worſhip them, or to 


ſeck their interceſſion for ſalvation; yea, to pray 
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to the eVicgin Mary to fave us, or to the high eſt. 
angel for their intereſt m the court of heaven, is 
to deny the Lord that bought us, and a fooliſh 
attempt to do what no man can with ſafety, nor 
ever will do with ſucceſs; namely, to lay ano- 
ther foundation than that which 1s laid, which is 
Chriſt Jeſus-—May we not then, with propriety 


enough, ule the apoſtle's phraſe here, and term 


ſuch traiterous attempts againſt the — of 


God and the function of his Chriſt, 


Pernicious ways---In this alſo he 18 frog 
by his brother Paul, proving directly to this pur- 
poſe---That whatghes ſhew of humility thoſe 
things may have, pride is at bottom, ſetting up 


the will of man in oppoſition to that of God 
> —-That this ſort of worthip wall infallibly be- 


guile the miſtaken Chriſtian of his reward 
And that the religious body muſt die becauſe it 
is ſeparated from the head, and, therefore, 
cannot increaſe with the increaſe of God. Such 
errors, productive of ſuch conſequences, muſt 
be truly pernicious ;—-dangerous not only to 
the erring Chriſtian, but tending to ſeduce others; 
and, above all, as the apoſtle here ſpeaks, bring- 


ing an evil report upon the way of truth. That 


pride of man, ſo natural to the deſcendents of 
one who fell by pride, wanting to be as God, 


; | eaſily diſpoſes the ſoul to ſubmit to the dictates 
of ſelf-will; and, if not to ſcorn the will of 
# God, at leaſt, to be ſuperadding ſomething of 


their own ſuperſtitions and conceited imagina- 


tions, by which the traditions of men come ta 
be ſubſtituted in place of the Divine appointment 


---And, in proportion as this abuſe prevails, ſo 
TT. will 
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will the way of truth be evil { poken 6 


ftiamity 1 is too pure a religion not to have its ene- 
mies in ſuch a world as this; and, as we ob- 
ſerved, That the wicked lives of its profeſſors 
would be always an obſtacle to its progreſs ; ſo 
ſuperſtition, in point of principle, muſt expoſe 1 it 
to the ridicule of wicked men. The genuine 
religion of Chriſt is above their bittereſt malice; 
nor is it poſſible for their mouths ever to be open- 
ed to blaſpheme but in proportion as the lives or 
tenets of its profeſſing votaries deviate from the 
way of truth---but, when in place of the ſubſtan- 
tial and ſpiritual eeuthi of Chriſtianity, are ſubſti- 
tuted the traditions of men ; falſe, yea, ridiculous 


worſhip-—pictures, Ser , ſhrines; and theſe 


more numerous than all the deviations of heathen- 
iſm from the law of nature, or of the Jews, from 
that of Moſes---When, inſtead of the ſpiritual 
frame and conſtitution of Chriſt's-kingdom, we 
find, a worldly policy, a ſyſtem contrived for the 
external grandeur of the miniſter and to feed the 
internal pride of the man---When, inſtead of a 
propagation of true religion, by the lovely me- 
thods of the goſpel, we find articles of faith 


running croſs to the fulleſt demonſtrations of 4 
ſenſe; and thoſe too crammed down by tortures, 


maſſacres and bloody inquiſitions; what muſt 
be the conſequence ?---but that the loving and 


the lovely Saviour will be evil ſpoken of---his 


countenance is ſo marred he cannot be admired--- 
he is mangled in the houſe of his falſe friends 


and the way of truth is ſo blended with error, 2 
that, if told in Gath, or publiſhed in the 3 as 1 
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Aſkelon, the daughters of the uncircumciſed will 
But, what more ſays our apoſtle ? The charac- 
ters here pointed out are charged with covetou/- 


* neſs and feigned words, making merchandiſe of 
men. ZI 


Now, whether this is ſpoken in the ſpirit of 


propheſy, concerning the popiſh teachers and 
traffickers at home and abroad, we ſhall not ſay; 
but this, we will ſay—-That, as things now 


ſtand, the charge will literally apply to them. 


I have formerly hinted their robbing Chriſt of 
his glory, by their doctrine of ſatisfactions, and 
doing the penance preſcribed by the prieſt. I 


> now ſpeak of a more compendious method of 
ſalvation— This church of Rome hath a legacy 
2 bequeathed her of immenſe value---Not only the 
Z merits of Chriſt at her diſpoſal, but a redundancy 
of merit of all the ſaints, going with that of 
their Lord into one common {ſtock ; out of which 
comfortable fund there is to be bought and ſold 
enough to help in the time of need---This is to 
be had by indulgences from the church or its 
governours, in our own life-time ; or by pro- 


curing: maſles to be ſaid for the ſoul, or alms to 


be given after our death; for either mitigatin g,. 
gor ſhortening the pains of purgatory-- Thus, 


every man has it in his power, if he has money 


enough, to make a bargain either for this or the 
middle ſtate-— If he has no money of his own, 


yet a friend or a deſcendent becoming wealthy, 
may have it in his power to redeem the ſoul with 
corruptible things And, who would not ſtretch 


a point for a parent, or a friend, tormented in 


— 
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yonder flame? But, above all, what would he 
not give in exchange for his own foul !---Was 
ever religion deviſed like this, for making mer- 
chandiſe of men ?---Once prevail on a deluded 
world to digeſt this extravagant doctrine, and a 
thouſand worlds, if they had them at command, 
would be all at the diſpoſal of theſe men, who 
can forgive fin and quench the violence of fire. 
Here a man feels not only for himſelf ; but 
for anceſtors many years back; for poſterity and 
poor ages yet to come and, whether moved by 
ſelf, or a generous concern for others, he mult 
anſwer, ſo long as he is able to anſwer, the cry 
of this covetous church ;---Give | Give! In what 
manner to enjoy, and how to urge the gift, they 
well know, not only from principles of juſtice, 
charity and love to the ſouls of men ; but with 
dreadful anathemas if need be, ad flames in- 
flamed exceedingly All this, however, the a- 
poſtle reſolves here into one ſpirit, that of covet- 
ouſneſs---and what better account can be given 
of ſuch a ſhameful proſtitution of the Chriſtian 
faith ? 

While its teachers; contenting themſelves witli 
a ſuitable and decent maintenance, hold up the 
way of truth to the view of men as it is---hums | 
bling the proud heart --- addreſſing the ſame | 
terms torich and poor---making both equally de- 
pendent on the mercy of the one God, through | 
the one Mediator ---prefſing no other doctrine | 


than what 1s plainly {cnptural, and themſelves ha- f 
ving no further views from this world than a de- 


cent ſupport; then we are bound to think well 
of ſuch teachers, and the more unwearied and 


diligent ; 
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dilipent 3 in this cauſe, the more they are entitled to 


3 honour. 
On the other hand : If they who pretendt to Ts 
Chriſtianity can never have enough ; if there is 


5 plainly a „ deſign in the doctrines they in- 


culcate; and if thoſe doctrines, no where to be 


found in ſcripture, are calculated not only to de- 
vour widows houſes, but to rob ſtates and kin g 


9 


doms, in order to enrich a prieſthood aſpiring 


after temporal dominion, and after wealth, its 


7B common purchaſer ; then we have reaſon to 
2 conclude, that what the apoſtle ſpeaks of applies 
here, anda ſpirit of covetouſneſs preſides ; the 
> influenceof which ſpirit is the more to be dreaded, 

that it ſticks at nothing to accompliſh its end. 
While power is in its hand, this will be uſed inevery 


engine, whether of flattery or of terror; the ſmart 
of which our country, now at the * of 


almoſt a whole century, hath not yet forgotten, 
when our anceſtors found it needful to reſiſt even 
unto blood But, where this power is wanting, 


they muſt introduce their mercenary doctrines, 


as the apoſtle ſays, with feigned words, and 


privily ;---departing from the Plain ſcriptural ac- 


count of things, they will adapt a ſyſtem: to 


their own covetous views ; this ſpirit being their 


guide, every thing, yea religion "ſelf! mult be 


directed by it, ſo as to anſwer its inſatiable cra- 


vings—-Or, if afraid to ſhock you too much at 


firſt, they will begin with plauſible appearances, 


and go from leſs to more, in the buſineſs of . de- 
.ceit, till they lead captive filly ſ ſouls-—And, becauſe 


theſe falſe appearances of religion will not bear 
the light, where they cannot be crammed down 
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E | 
by the ſecular arm, their teachers will introduce 
them in a crafty and clandeſtine manner. . 

Truth, as it is, would bear the light—-and if 
even perſecuted, would riſe fuperiour under the 
protection of him who dwelt in the buſh-—but 
no falſe religion would ever endure the fiery 
trial, and, therefore, an open attempt, without 
worldly force to aſſiſt it, muſt never be made in 
its favour—-What is done muſt be done privily—- 


And how well doth this account tally with the 


conduct of buſy Jeſuits, and other emiſſaries of 
the church of Rome---where-ever force is on 
their ſide, that force is exerted in perſecutions, 
and a cruel zeal of putting to death for conſci- 
ence ſake Where it is not, they launch forth in- 
to the dark places of the earth, they found on 


the ignorance, the weakneſs, the ſuperſtitions 


of men- —Or, if they attempt more civilized 
countries, it is either in the remote and obſcureſt 
bounds, or, under feigned characters, in the more 
enlightened and populous parts -but whether 
vou find them in the one or the other, it is ma- 
king merchandiſe of men, and more like the mi- 
niſters of this world, than of that Maſter who 
ſaid, and proved what he faid---Now, is my king- 


dom not from hence. I come now, 


IT. To take notice of a few conſiderations in 
the text, tending to diſſuade from thoſe perni- 
cious ways-—And, | e 

1. The apoſtle ſays, they are falſe teachers 
they want gain, and they ſeek it with feigned 
words---They can deſcant plauſibly enough on 
what they hold in common with others-—Many 
things charged upon them by others they can 
deny—-Untruths, tending to deſtroy the credit 
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[ 27 ] 
j of others, they can boldly aver---Yea! they- 
have their charms and incantations to delude the 
ignorant and unthinking---They can affect mi- 
racles which are now ceaſed---they can broach 
2 doctrines which the ſcripture never taught; and, 
that men may not ſee with their own eyes, the 
'Z ſcriptures muſt be concealed, and ignorance held 
in forth as the mother of ee eee doctrine 
—- cConſiſtent enough with the gain of this world, 
but utterly ſubverſive of the gain of godlineſs, 
and the language of holy writ, which caſts ſove- 
> reign contempt even on the duties of devotion, 
jf they are not founded on a knowledge of what 
we are about—-By their fruits then ye ſhall know 
them-If theſe pretended teachers of Chriſtia- 
2 nity ſhall ſhut out the light---ſhall ſet up the tra- 
> ditions of men in place of the word of God 
2 ſhall maintain an acceptableneſs in duty, though 
founded on no knowledge, and perfumed by no 
better incenſe than a man's own merit, or the 
will of his prieſt ; and if the evident tendency of. 
all this is to make merchandiſe of men, then, 
from all ſuch we are called to turn away But, 
2M 2. We here ſee. that antiquity 1n error is no 
argument in its ſupport---The apoſtle looks back 
to falſe prophets, and foreward a little to falſe 
teachers in the Chriſtian church; and, ancient as 
theſe betrayers of the intereſts of W were, 
does the apoſtle here applaud them No- On 
the contrary, he cannot condemn them enough, 
nor guard enough, the young converts to the 
Z Chriſtian faith, againſt their deluſive attempts--- 
And now, one would think, he had, as it were, 
2 foreſeen, and at once overthrown the mighty 
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boaſt of our pretended Vicar of Chriſt, and 


his various agents in the world---What is their 
conſtant theme, but the novelty of Reformation 
principles, and the great antiquity of their 


church? Were it neceſſary, I would enter into 


this diſcuſſion, and at great length diſpute the 


fact; but, for argument's ſake, let it be ſuppo- 


ſed, that Popery is as old as the apoſtle Peter; 
yet, if we can make it appear, that ſome, nay 
many of their tenets, ſap the foundation of 
Chriſtianity ; that they have no foundation in 


ſcripture, or indeed in reaſon ; That they are 


pernicious ways, and make ev chandi/: of men. 


what will their antiquity avail ?---The Pope's own 
predeceſſor, if I may for once be allowed a po- 


piſh phraſe, the very firſt Vicar of Chriſt, in the 


words of my text, ont of his own mouth con- 
demns them. 

5 Numbers on the ſide of error, can neither 
alter its nature, nor juſtify it either in faith or 
practice Our Saviour forbids to follow a multi- 
tude to do evil The apoſtle aſſures us, in the 


words of our reading, that many ſhall follow 


pernicious ways, and ſupport a herefies 


5 ---againit which a teſtimony, what is the 
boaſt of Rome: ““ The bulk of Chriſtendom 


c is ours, the Proteſtants are in number as the 


« pleanings of a great harveſt—-Our religion is 


not only ancient, but almoſt univerſally recei- 


ved.“ Now, though this fact is alſo diſpu- 


table, and, would ſoon be more fo, if men were 


not awed by racks and tortures, but left at li- 
berty to ſearch the ſcriptures, and judge for 
themſelves-—yet admit the fact, and where is 


the 
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the ſafety either in time or numbers, ſo long as 


errors and pernicious ways are evident What 


did numbers avail with the prieſts of Baal? with 
the Jewiſh ſanhedrim, or deluded mob, who - 
cried ont, © Crucify him! Crucify him! Do 
numbers here recommend the pernicious ways of 
which our apoſtle ſpeaks : or, when they have 
brought on themſelves ſwift deſiruction, what 
will numbers avail when hideous through yonder 
gulf they tumble headlong into the lake which 


burneth with fire and brimſtone ! 


4. There is an argument addreſſed to the 
gratitude of men---Such, where-ever it is, ought 
to be duly weighed :---The more ſo, the more 
honourable the character of the benefactor---the 
more ſubſtantial the favour he hath beſtowed- 
the more enormous the price he hath paid for 
it, and the more reaſonable, nay obliging, the 
demands he makes m return---Now, every ten- 
der circumſtance {wells here upon the redeem- 
ed of the Lord-—Their Redeemer is none elſe 
than the Son' of God---God blefled for ever !--- 
The favour he hath beſtowed is nothing leſs 
than the redemption of the foul which is pre- 
cious—the price he hath paid no leſs than his 
own blood---the returns of gratitude demanded, 
a life in Chriſt, attended with infinite gain 
What manner of love is this! If any man love 
not the Lord Jeſus, well . the apoſtle oy 
Let him be accurſed. 

Tremble then, O my Goal | if either in prin- 
ciple or practice, thou art found denying the 
Lord that bought thee—-if robbing Chriſt of his 
glory, thou takeſt it to thyſelf, or giveſt it to 

another 


1 
another-—or his praiſe unto graven 1mapes-—, 
Such ſays the apoſtle, | 
In the laſt place, Bring upon them/clver 

Swift deſtrudtion---If principles of gratitude can 
have no weight with a generation of ſelf-ſecking, 
men, let ſuch attend to the portion that is here 
before them; they may have gain, but their 
| gold and ſilver ſhall canker and eat their fleſh as 
it were fire The deluded followers muſt ſhare 
in the dire calamity---at once deceived and plun- 
dered, now tom from the head and denying 
the Lord that bought them, they muſt be in- 
volved in ſure deſtruction—-all the pardons ; all 
the indulgences; all the maſſes of Rome cannot 
ſave them; for Peter himſelf hath pronounced, 
and a greater than Peter is here, that their de- 
{traction is not only inevitable, but /wift. In- 
deed, weaklings in the faith, but ſtrongly biaſ- 
ed to error, may plume themſelves a little on this, 
circumſtance: This fure can never reſpect the 
< church of Rome, or its votaries--ſhe hath ſtood 
her ground now of a long time: the fathers 
have fallen aſleep, yet ſhe remaineth to this 
% day.“ But what is this but the very error the 
apoſtle takes up and refutes in the next chapter? 
---Speaking after the manner of men, he may, 
grant the truth of all this : but, what is all this? 
what 1s the longeſt period of time to the eternal 
God ? what the exerciſe of his patience here, to 
the {tate before us, where one day is with the 
Lord as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years 
as one de Dreadful muſt the doom be when it 
comes! and, however long deferred it may ſeem, it 
| will be _ a moment till the day of the Lord ſhall | = 


come. 
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it ſhall be found, that, the Lord is not ſlack, as 
ſome men count flackneſs, concerning cither his 


threatenings or his promiſes. 5 | 
I conclude, now, with an inference or two 


from the whole. 


1. Learn then, O my ——— more _ 
more, to be thankfal. When we caſt oureyes eve- 
ry where around us, what do we now fee? Fields 
and fiſheries improved, trade and manufactures 
Aouriſhing, communications opened betwixt the 


more fertile and more mountainous parts of our 


country---an interchange of their different pro- 


ducts -— the people free---the chieftan and his 
clan both governed by law---uftice cireulating-- 


property ſecure the Bible in our hands, the 
ſtandard of our faith -the full exerciſe of our 
religious perſuaſion - the ſolemn aſſemblies of 
God's people, without fear of the enemy, and 
a miniſtry preſiding in them, claiming no lord- 
ſhip over the conſciences of men, but appealing 


to the ſacred oracles in ſupport of what they ad- 


vance, that they who run may read -- and whe- 
ther we ſpeak of the eſtabliſhed clergy, or of the 
various bodies of diſſenters; if the people of this 
land can fay, that thoſe who ſerve at the altar 
live by it; they will not, they cannot ſay, that 
their miniſters are otherwiſe burdenſome—-But, 
If we look back, ſomewhat to the days of our 
venerable anceſtors, what. again do we ſee !--- 


our country in a ſtate of nature, becauſe it was 


worth no body's while, except that of the prieſt- 


hood, to have it cultivated - Inſtead of law vio- 


lence nd one looked for ny behold oppreſ- 
| ſion 
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EW 
ſion l if for righteouſneſs, behold a cry Not 


only much property in the hands of church- men 


but with them the faith; with them the Bi- 


bles; with them the conſciences of men. All 
theſe behoved to ſpeak what they pleaſed, or fire 
and torture muſt clear up the doubt. In conſe- 


- quence, who can read the annals of thoſe un- 


Happy days, without being filled at once with 
juſt indignation at the perſecutions of Popery 
with admiration of our heroic fathers! and, a- 
bove all, of the goodneſs of that God who ſup- 
ported them even in flames! and, though at the 
expence of their blood, hath yet handed down 
to us the invaluable privileges we now enjoy- -O 


let us eſteem them highly, improve them much, 
and dread a forfeiture of what hath colt & 


dear ! 
We have nothin g to fear, if we carefully cul- 


tivate religion and a public ſpirit; if we grow 


venal and irreligious, we are ruined---Let the ci- 


tizen therefore of every ſtation be attentive, that 
he betray not the intereſts of his country, the 
. honour of his God: That, being redeemed with 
a ſtrong hand, and an out- ſtretched arm, he 


ſeek not to return to the brick-kilns of Egypt, 


and involve poſterity in former ignorance, and 
ſlavery worſe than Egyptian bondage .---I infer, 


2. The obligation our country lies under to the 
public- ſpirited and religious efforts of the WOr- 
thy Society before us. 

The avowed enemies of our religion and li- 
berties have been ever plotting our ruin : In the 


remoter parts, where the prejudices of educa- 


cation and } —_— of better things prevailed, 
there 


1 


there kink not been wantin g abetters; men har- 
dy enough, and who, perhaps, 1 being ſo, 
thought they did God good ſervice, to concur 
in diſturbing the public peace. Either zeal for 
a. falſe religion blown up by falſe teachers, ſuch 
as are here deſcribed, or poverty and want of 
bread, which come upon the 1dle and profligate, 
| eaſily diſpoſed them, in hope of altering the eſta- 
_ bliſhed faith, or of plundering the more opulent 
part of the nation, to join in the moſt chimeri- 
cal attempts for this purpoſe-—And here, with- 
out robbing government of what is ſo juſtly its 
due, or the eſtabliſhed clergy of the merit which 
alſo belongs to them, we may venture to aſſert, 
That the laudable endeavours of this Society have 
been happily bleſt with much ſucceſs in promo- 
ting induſtry and religion, and conſequently a a 
quiet and peaceable ſpirit. Force, for a while, 
may over-awe the moſt turbulent and rebellious ; 
but, on every opportunity, the ſpirit within will 
{ break out afreſh, and exert itſelf, if not to the 
ruin, at leaſt to the — of government 
and its friends. 

A clergyman may have the will, and may do 
ſome good: but as he has not the proper finances 
in his hands, nor ability of body to run from one 
end to another of the vaſt wilds in lis charge; and 
eſpecially as, by the diſtance of place, he muſt be 
a great ſtranger to the young ; ſo, his ſucceſs muſt 
be very limited, however extenſive his faithful: 
ncſs---But, 

This Society being in ſome meaſure enabled, 
u not to the degree that could be wiſhed, 


105 erect a varięty of ſchools, and having Pawn | 
E to 
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to make them ambulatory, can addreſs a part, 
and, I hope, will in due time, be enabled to ad- 
dreſs the whole of the highlanders of Scotland, 
with arguments that reach the heart---Parental af 
fection reigns among them to a high degree: The 
affectionate parent ſees at thisday the generous con- 
cern of others about his offspring; he knows that 
this concern muſt be generous and diſintereſted ; 
—— Theſe little ſtudents of the word of God, and 
of our church-catechiſms, prattle ſtrange things 
to their friends at home ; they grow up apace 
to remove the film which the trafficking prieſt 
had drawn over the parent's-eye---This delights 
the man as much as the dawnings of day the be- 
nighted traveller; he muſt conſider himſelf as 
obliged to the friends of his family; the friends 
of their preſent and future intereſt, and he muſt 
be one in their cauſe.---Or, if it ſhould happen, 
as it too often happens, that the parent is in- 
ſenſible of his mercy, and perſiſts to live as he was 
brought up; yet the attempt is made where reli- 
gion has the beſt chance to take place among the 
docile young—-There, if ever, it is to gain ground; 
There, it has already gained much ground ; 
and, if the lovely methods hitherto purſued are 
properly perſiſted in, and ſufficiently multiplied, 
in a ſhort while, the love of liberty, and the 
love of religion will more effectually ſecure the 
affection of this people to their country and our 
happy Fonfiration, than all the force of the na- 
tion. | 

But, what is this to the thought of contri- 
buting to the everlaſting welfare of this race of 
men and of * yet unborn 1 in the land? 


0 
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To draw men out of darkneſs into His mar- 
vellous light. Who will have them to be a cho- 
ſen generation; a royal prieſthood ; a peculiar 
people, and holynation---I hail, my countrymen! 
I hail this happy Society at the thought !---The 
buſineſs is indeed laborious, and ſuch as nothing 
but a public ſpirit, and a hearty good- will to re- 
ligion could ſupport : But ſurely, every time you 
think of the unſpeakable reward, you will not 
think that the generous labour is loft. 
I ſpeak not now of the addition of ſtrength to 
our conſtitution and government; thoſe are but 
meaner things -I ſpeak of the additional weight 
of glory which ſome of your coadjutors are al- 
ready poſſeſſed of; in which alſo, when a few 
| ſteps more are paſt, you ſhall everlaſtingly 
triumph !---I ſpeak of the additional glory to 

your All-generous Redeemer, when from yonder 
mountains of prey, by his blefſing on your well- 
meant endeavours, thoufands and ten thoufands 
{ſhall be brought to ſing his praiſe on mount Zion! 
__ Goon, then, ye friends of God and men--- 
refuſe to be diſcouraged in ſo good a cauſe---let 
the bleſſing of ſach as are ready to periſh come 
daily home to your houſes; let it entail a bleſſing 
on your poſterity, while you yourſelves ſhall ſhine 
far above yonder firmament, as the ſtars, for ever 
and ever.---I have now only to infer, 85 
In the laſt place, The obligation upon all ranks 
to join heart and hand to the work. 
What work ! --- The work of this Society ? 
No---The work of our country; the work of 
every min ;---the work of the Lord! And in this 
work he will have none tobe idle. They are not his 
2 diſciples, 
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diſciples; who do not each contribute ſorwathin F 
to the life and progreſs of Chriſtianity-—Every 
man more or leſs has his mite---The miniſtry ſhall 
be blamed, if, they do not, from heart-love to 
their Maſter, preach Chriſt ; and, both in life and 
doctrine, do what they can to ſend his ſaving 
health unto all nations, much more to make him 
known among their immediate charge - The 
magiſtrate ſhall bear the ſword in vain, if, ſup- 
porting his own political intereſt, he is not alſo. at 
' Pains to promote the intereſt of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, and to employ his power and influ- 
_ ence for that purpoſe---But, why do I ſpeak of 
the more public offices ? In this work none muſt 
be private Every Chriſtian is called to edifying 
converſation, to exemplary life, and to frequent 
and fervent prayer---Above all, | 
In furthering a deſign of this nature, the no- 
bleſt that ever you ſupported, we muſt turn our 
eyes to You, happy ſouls | to whom God hath 
given the good things of life, and, at the ſame 
time, a heart to uſe them, partly for your 
own comfort, and partly for the benefit of o- 
thers---Such well know how much it is their 
duty to be but ſtewards in the family of God--- 
Accommodating themſelves with what is among 
their hands, they will alſo ſtudy to give to all 
about them, a portion of meat in due ſeaſon. 
To feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, are no 
mean ſervices: but, what are theſe to the putting 
of the idle in a way of induſtry ; and thoſe loſt in 
ignorance, into the way of knowing Chriſt the 


true and only way to the Father ? 
Think 


11 
Think but a moment on this ſubject, RY that 
moment you muſt be ſatisfied, that no charity 
can be better beſtowed. A few pounds ſpent in 
this way, will do infinitely more ſervice than 
thouſands laid out on the dying part; in ſup- 
porting which, alas! the immortal ſoul is too 
often left to periſh. I had almoſt hinted too the 
worldly prudence of this ſcheme : | Each giving 
ſomewhat, according as God has proſpered, may 
ſave millions. We remember the time when 
the public and wealthy individuals had demands 
made upon them in a different tone! If the 
cauſe is taken away, the effect ceaſeth; if a lit- 
tle well placed charity can prevent ſuch public 
diſtractions, our preſent ſafety becomes her pow- 
erful advocate; and yet---what is all this, in 
compariſon of giving a different direction to 
thoſe who knew not God, and would not obey 
the goſpel of his Son? This is the preſſing mo- 
tive, that will ſink deeper into the Chriſtian breaſt 
rhan all the rhetorick of the moſt eloquent man, 
and mighty in the ſcriptures !---This makes the 
generous ſoul wiſh for ſuch an opportunity, as is 
here before us, of doing good. | 
Or, if there be any generous ſouls not ſo much 
inter __ as could be wiſhed ; it is becauſe, ha- 
ving ſo many things to notice, they have not ſuf- 
ficiently attended to the happy conſequences of 
this plan. It will be enough to the well-diſpoſed, 
(and to others all is in vain), if they will only at- 
tend to the deſigns, the labours, the ſucceſs of 
this Society To the good they have already done, 
and to how much more, if properly ſupported, they 
might do-— Their accounts lie open---and what. 
TS, is. 


TY. 
is incumbent on me, is, intreat of ſuch as the 
Lord hath bleſſed, (if they have not already done 


ſomething this way), to ſeparate a few moments 


to examine this whole ſcheme, and its whole 
direction; the ends propoſed, and the means 
uſed : And then, in proportion as there appears to 
be merit on the whole, let them ſhow their 
good will to their country; to their countrymen; 
to mankind ; and to the Lord that bought them. 
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5 It i. proper to inform the public, That the 
Society have two ſeveral patents: The firſt 
obtained in 1709, erecting them for the pur- 
poſe of propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in 
the highlands and iſlands of Scotland, and 
in popiſh and infidel parts of the world: 
The ſecond, aated 1738, confirming the firſt, 
and giving them further powers to receive 


ſubſcriptions, and hold mortifications, for the 


| purpoſe of training up the children to husband- 


ry, trade and manufacturer ——Copies of both 
theſe patents were annexed to a ſtate of the So- 


ciety's affairs publiſhed by the Directors in 


ſ 1769; to which they now refer. 


NAMES 


* 


* 
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NAMES of the perſons appointed to re- 
EY ceive BENEFACTIONS in London and 
1 Edinburgh, for the uſe of this SOCIETY. 


3 


In London, Jon Mackintoſh, junior, Eſq; Mer- 


chant. 
n Edinburgh, Joſin Davidſon, Eſq; Writer to 


the Si gnet. 


FORM of a er er or Lec ACY. 


* tem Os give and beneath the ſum of 
to the Society in Scotland for propa gating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, to be applied [either to the 

purpoſes of the firſt or Second . as the 
donor . 3 Des 
* 


LIST 5 of the e Directors, Offi- 
cers and Servants, of the Soc! rr, for 
the year 1757. 


PRESIDENT of the General Court. | 


The Rt Hon. Thomas Earl of Kinnoul, _ 
a | | 2 The 
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The Committee of DIRECT ORs, arranged 
according to the order of their admiſhon. 


Fames Smollet of Bonhill, Eſa; lids Majeſty's 


Sheriff-depute for the county of Dunbarton, 


and one of the Commullaries of Edinburgh, - 


Preſident. 
Dr John Erſtine, © one of the Miniſters of Edin- 


burgh. 


Mr Fames Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental Lan- 


guages in the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 
Mr John Walker Merchant there. 
Mr William Galloway Merchant there. 
Mr John Forreſt, junior, Merchant there. 
Mr Robert Ii. alker, one of the Miniſters of E- 
dlinburgli. 
Mr Anthony Ferguſon, Merchant | in Edinburgh. 


Mr Alexander Stevenſon, one of the Depute- 


Clerks of Sefſion. 

Dr Robert Dich, one of the Ministers of Edin- 
 burgh. 

Mr Fohn 7 ouch, Miniſter of the Chapel of Eaſe, 
near Edinburgh. 

Alexander Belches, Eſq; Advocate. 

Fames Balfour of Pilrig, Eſq; Advocate. 

Alexander Kincaid, Eſq; his Majeſty? s Sta- 
tioner for Scotland. 


Mr fohn Gordon, Writer to the Signet, 


The 
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The OrricRS and SERVANTS of the So- 


cErr. 


Aexander 7 ait, Eſq; one of the Principal . 


of Seſſion, Secretary. _ 
Fohn Forreſt, Eſq; Merchant in Edinburgh, 


Comptroller. - 


Robert Chalmers, Eſq; General Accomm 1 in 


the Exciſe Office Edinburgh, Accomptant. 


John Davidſon, Ea: Writer to this Signet, 


Treaſurer. | 
Mr James F orreſt, Writer to the Signet, Clerk. 
Mr David Ruſſell, * in Edinburgh, 
Bookholder. 
Mr James Brown, Bookſeller, 
Alexander Coutts, Officer. 


